


SLWDC Receives 
Capital Campaign 
Contribution From 
Apache Corporation 

The South Louisiana Wetlands 
Discovery Center has been 
given a  $20,000 Capital 
Campaign contribution from 
Apache Corporation.  The 
memorial contribution was 
made in memory of Mr. John 
Woodard.  Mr. Woodard, who 
passed away in 2006, was the 
General Manager of Apache 
Louisiana Minerals in Houma 
and an avid conservationist of 
the wetlands.  Apache 
Corporation has become one 
the Center’s largest contributors 
and supporters of the 
educational programs offered. 
This support plays an important 
role in achieving the Center’s 
vision that every student in 
Louisiana will by the time he or 
she graduates from 
high school, have a 
deep appreciation 
of the value of the 
wetlands, as well 
as a broad 
understanding of 
many key 
principles in science, 
mathematics, and technology 
enhanced through experiential 
learning based at the South 
Louisiana Wetlands Discovery 
Center. The Foundation Board 
of Directors is very 
appreciative for the continued 
generous support of Apache 
Corporation.  
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RE/MAX Real Estate and held 
on the grounds of  Southdown 
Plantation.  The Center was 
responsible for providing the 
food and drinks and it 
sponsored the Mulberry 
Elementary and H. L. 
Bourgeois school booths.   
This year the Center’s 
portion of the funds raised was 
$6,940.00 after all expenses. 
The Board of Directors would 
like to thank all who either 
volunteered to help or who 
sponsored a booth at the event.  
It would not have been as 

successful 
without this
support.  The 
funds raised 
were used 
to pay for a 
portion of the 
educational 

programs and the 
ongoing operational 
expenses of the Center.
      On May 1, the 
Center partnered again 
with the Mandalay 
National Wildlife 
Refuge to offer its 
second annual Spring 
Mandalay Nature Trail 

“Apache is pleased to 
support the South 
Louisiana Wetlands 
Discovery Center and 
the programs it provides 
for the students in the 
area.” 

Jon Jeppesen, 
Executive Vice President,  

Gulf Coast Region
Apache Corporation

Adventure.  Middle school 
students journeyed to the 
Mandalay Nature Trail to 
explore its habitats and 
participate in a wetlands 
foliage scavenger hunt.  
Instructors led the students 
through the hunt and explained  
the differences between native 
and nonnative, invasive and 
non-invasive, and the benefits 
as well as the harmful 
characteristics of the plants.   
This camp was made possible 
by sponsorships from Apache 
Corporation, Berwick and 
Alexis Duval, Magnum Mud 
Equipment Co., Inc., Whitney 
Bank, Buquet Distributing, 
Co., Inc., Bourgeois & 
Associates, Inc., and Gamma 
Chapter - Kappa Kappa Iota.
     This past summer the 
Center offered two 1 week 
summer camps.   From June 

7 - 11, the Center held its 
popular “Wetlands Explorer” 
- Level I camp.   During this 
camp,  campers received an 
introduction to the wetlands 
and issues related to it.  Each 
morning the campers went on 
a field trip to an exciting 
wetlands venue to gain real 
world hands-on knowledge 
and then returned to the 
Terrebonne Folklife Culture 
Center to discuss their 
experiences and undertake 
other fun wetlands activities. 
They conducted water 
experiments in Bayou 
Terrebonne, learned about the 
insects which live in the 
wetlands, how science is 
working to improve the area’s 
sugarcane industry, about
different wetlands careers 
available, and went on “A 
Cajun Man’s Swamp Cruise” 
through the wetlands to see 
the flora and fauna that call the 
wetlands home.  The camp 
ended with the campers 
presenting  skits they created, 

based on information 
learned about the 
wetlands during the 
week, to parents and 
guests.  The camp was 
made possible by 
sponsorships from 
David Elmore, 
Apache Corporation, 
Continued on page 4 

Pictures used are in the 
newsletter are from educational 

program activities held  
throughout the year.



Commission has reported to 
the Secretary of State.  
       It is my pleasure to
announce that during the 
Spring 2010 session, the 
Louisiana State Legislature 
moved the Commission from 
the Office of the Secretary of 
State to the Terrebonne 
Parish Consolidated 
Government.  The Commission
is proud to be associated with 
Terrebonne Parish, and we 
look forward to serving the 
Parish as best we can.  The 
Center has much to offer the 
students and residents of the 
Parish, not to mention 
residents elsewhere in the State 
and the nation who come to 
Terrebonne to experience 
and learn about our rich 
culture, our unique wetland 
habitats, and how those 
wetlands have been integrated 
into our lifestyle, including our 
industries and recreational 
activities.  We welcome our 
new partnership with Parish  
Government and its staff and 
look forward to building a
strong and productive 
relationship with them.  

     The South Louisiana 
Wetlands Discovery Center 
has been in existence for quite 
some time.  It has been active 
for years, serving to educate 
our students and the public 
about the critical importance 
of our wetlands for the 
survival and prosperity of our 
state.  The Center staff and 
volunteers who have 
contributed to these activities 
have accomplished much 
during this period and have 
much to be proud of.  
     In 2008, the State of 
Louisiana recognized the 
Center, its activities, and the 
importance of its role in the 
community.  It created a 
Commission to help 
administer funds, guide 
development of the Center, 
and facilitate and supplement 
its attempts to procure support 
for the construction of a 
dedicated building and its 
operations.  Until now, that 

2011 Fund 
Raising

2011 Educational 
Programs
Starting in early 2011, the 
SLWDC will be offering 
a number of educational 
programs to the students in 
region.  Each event will offer 
educational opportunities 
for students to learn about 
wetlands issues.

“World Wetlands 
Day” - February 2

Spring Mandalay 
Nature Trail 
Adventure - May

“Wetlands Explorer” 
Summer Camp - 
Level I - June 6-10

“Wetlands 
Conservationist” 
Summer Camp - 
Level II - June 20-24

“Wetlands 
Restoration” Summer 
Camp - Level III - July

Fall Mandalay 
Nature Trail 
Adventure - October

Make sure to check the 
Center’s website  at
www.slwdc.org for more 
information.

Each year the SLWDC holds fund 
raising events to help offset its 
operating costs and to help pay 
for its educational programs.  In 
2011 SLWDC will hold two fund 
raisers - The Lady Bug Ball and 
the South Louisiana Starving 
Artists Festival.

The Lady Bug Ball is a children’s 
event sponsored by RE/MAX  
Real Estate and is held at 
Southdown Plantation in Houma, 
LA.  SLWDC provides the food 
for the event and operates a 
couple of booths.  The next Lady 
Bug Ball is scheduled for April 2, 
2011.  

The South Louisiana Starving 
Artists Festival is co-hosted by 
the Holiday Inn, Cajun Lodging, 
LLC and the SLWDC.  Its a fine 
arts show of original works from 
talented local artists.  For more
information on the 2011 
Starving Artists festival go to 
www.starvingartistfestival.com. 

Mark these 
dates on your 
calendar!

SLWDC Capital Campaign        
Status
The Capital Campaign Fund Drive is still 
moving forward even during the poor 
economy.  So far the campaign has raised 
over $180,000.00.  

The SLWDC was able to raise over 
$63,000 in 2010.  The funds were 
raised through grants, contributions, 
and fund raisers.  These funds were 
used to continue the educational 
programs, to help pay for the 
operational expenses, and a portion 
was placed in the Capital Campaign 
fund.

Recent Move of the SLWDC
State Commission
Note from the Chairperson

In 2010, the Center was able to 
provide enhanced wetlands 
educational opportunities to 
over 250 middle school students 
in the area.
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How Can You 
Help:
You can help by mailing the
included form along with 
your contribution to SLWDC 
at 317 Goode Street, Houma, 
LA  70360; by going to 
www.slwdc.org and making 
a contribution on-line; by 
applying for a South 
Louisiana Wetlands 
Discovery Center credit 
card (see included flyer); or 
by calling (985) 580-7289 
to volunteer or to become 
a committee or Foundation 
board member.
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Berwick and Alexis Duval, and 
Magnum Mud Equipment Co., 
Inc. 
       After the success of last 
year’s camps, a new camp was 
added this year entitled 
“Wetlands Conservationist” 
- Level II.  This camp took place 
during the week of June 21 - 25 
and it offered a more intensive 
study into the wetlands and 
issues related to it.  Campers 
toured Terrebonne Parish’s levee 
system and learned about 
Morganza to the Gulf, traveled to 
a wildlife garden, were certified 
in boating safety, and performed 
a mock wetlands trial based on 
research by the campers. The 
camp was made possible by 
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This was similar to the spring 
adventure, but showed the 
seasonal changes which occur on 
the trail.  Unfortunately, the event 
was canceled due to the weather. 
       In 2011, an additional 
summer camp entitled 
“Wetlands Restoration” - Level 
III will be added to the 
educational programs offered.  
Also in the works is an adult 
wetlands event.  Be on the look 
out for more information.

sponsorships from David Elmore, 
Apache Corporation, Berwick and 
Alexis Duval, and Magnum Mud 
Equipment Co., Inc. 
       In September, the Center 
partnered with the Holiday Inn, 
and Cajun Lodging, LLC to put 
on the South Louisiana Starving 
Artists Festival.  The festival was 
a fine arts show featuring original 
and handmade creations such as 
jewelry, pottery, photography, 
paintings and prints, and much 
more. The Center was in 
charge of the silent auction 
and was able to raise over 
$9,000 after all expenses 
were paid. 
       Finally, the Center 
offered a Fall Mandalay 
Nature Trail Adventure. 

South Louisiana Wetlands 

Discovery Center

C/o Terrebonne Folklife Culture Center
317 Goode Street
Houma, LA  70360
www.slwdc.org


